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though as early as 1833 Parliament began subsidizing volun-
tary educational societies. The Education Act of 1870 pro-
vided for the establishment of elected School Boards to man-
age schools to be financed out of local rates. In 1899 Parlia-
ment decided to set up a national Board of Education, and in
1902 responsibility for education passed from the school
boards to local government authorities. Later Acts extended
and improved the system, but it was the Education Act of
1944, passed by a Coalition Government in time of war, that
established the modern educational system. Schooling had for
many years been compulsory from 5 to 14 years, and local
authority schools had been free. The 1944 Act provided for
the raising of the school-leaving age; since 1947 it has been 15,
and it will eventually be raised to 16. The old Board of Edu-
cation has become a Ministry; County and County Borough
Councils are responsible for administering the Act. A little
over half the cost of the educational services comes from
central funds, the remainder from local rates.
Cultural services include the provision of free libraries,
museums, art galleries, and other kindred services. It is not
obligatory on local authorities to provide these, but in fact
most of them do so.
There remain a few other functions which local authori-
ties perform. These are varied in character but include the
maintenance of fire brigades, certain licensing and inspection
duties, the keeping of records, the provision of public restau-
rants. A number of local government authorities maintain
their own trading concerns; Birmingham runs a bank, for
example.
THE VITALITY OF LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
It has already been emphasized that for about a century
after 1834, new responsibilities were constantly being laid on